[An elderly case of chronic myeloid leukemia in which BCR/ABL decreased or disappeared, following imatinib therapy after each episode of blast crisis].
An elderly woman with chronic myeloid leukemia-chronic phase (CML-CP) aged at 67 underwent imatinib therapy. Ph chromosomes gradually decreased, but imatinib was discontinued after 10 months because of aggravated skin eruptions. Three months later, myeloid blast crisis (MBC) occurred. DXR+VCR+PSL chemotherapy and imatinib therapy was administered, and return to CP (RTC) was achieved with the disappearance of Ph chromosomes and a marked decrease of BCR/ABL (FISH). Although imatinib therapy was continued, a second MBC was diagnosed, 13 months after RTC. Chemotherapy, using mainly VCR+PSL was performed and imatinib was discontinued. RTC was achieved, and Ph chromosomes and BCR/ABL again disappeared. One year later, a 3rd MBC developed, and chemotherapy using Ara-C+DNR was performed. A 3rd RTC was achieved, and BCR/ABL decreased. This CML case was resistant to imatinib, but chemotherapy was effective in all 3 episodes of MBC, and BCR/ABL decreased or disappeared.